ALGIERS	M
ernor general, who is assisted by a council.
History. Algeria was known to tha
Romans as Numidia, and under their rule
was very prosperous. It was conquered by
the Vandals in A. d. 430 and was recovered
by the Byzantine Empire about a century
later. About the middle of the seventh cen-
tury it was overrun by the Saracens. Moors
and Jews who were driven out of Spain by
Ferdinand and Isabella at the end of the
fifteenth century settled in Algeria, but the
country was soon made tributary to Spain.
Later it came under the protection of Tur-
key, and for some centuries was noted for
the system of piracy practiced by its inhab-
itants. This was suppressed in 1830.
ALGIERS, aljeersff algeria, a city and
seaport on the Mediterranean, capital of the
country (see algeria). It is situated on the
Bay of Algiers, partly on the slope of a hill
facing the sea. The old town, which is the
higher, is oriental in appearance, with nar-
row, crooked streets, and houses that are
strong, prison-like edifices. The modern
French town, which occupies the lower slope
and spreads along the shore, is handsomely
built, with broad streets and elegant squares.
There is a large shipping trade carried on,
chiefly with France, but also with England,
Spain and Italy. The climate of Algiers,
though extremely variable, makes the city
a very desirable winter residence for invalids
and tourists. Population, 1931, 257,122.
ALGOA BAY, ^al go'ah, a bay situated on
the south coast of Cape of Good Hope Prov-
ince, 425 miles northeast of the Cape of
Good Hope. It has an excellent harbor and
is the only place of shelter along a great
stretch of coast for vessels during the north-
west gales. The usual anchorage is off Port
Elizabeth, on its west coast. Owing to the
advantages of the harbor, this town has be-
come one of the most important commercial
points of South Africa.
AI/GOL, a remarkable star situated in the
constellation of Perseus. For more than one
hundred years it was recognized as variable,
growing brighter at certain regular intervals,
then fading away. For a long time this phe-
nomenon puzzled the astronomers exceed-
ingly, but it has now proved that most of
the conditions may be accounted for by the
presence of a satellite revolving about AlgioL
Measurements show that Algol is something
over 1,000,000 miles in diameter, and its
satellite ^bont 830,000 miles.	*
 ALGONQUIN PARK
ALaON'KIAN SYSTEM, the name given
in the United States to a great system of
rocks between the Archean below and the
Cambrian above. All the formations are
metamorphic or sedimentary, and are elastic
and highly crystalline. They comprise gran-
ites, marbles, schists, slates, quartzites and
conglomerates. The rocks contain but few
fossils, and these are indistinct. The system
is remarkably well developed around Lake
Superior, where, in addition to the classes of
rocks named, are found dikes and beds of
igneous rock, and the great deposits of iron
and copper which are among the richest in
the world. Algonkian has the same meaning
as Proterozoic; the latter term is now used
by many geologists.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Archean System	Geology
Cambrian System	Paleozoic Era.
ALGONQUIAN, algon'kwe an, INDIANS,
the largest and most widely scattered group
of tribes in North America. They inhabited
the land from Labrador southwest to the
Oarolinas and Tennessee, and west to the
Eoeky Mountains, surrounding the Iroquoian
and bordering on the Siouan to the west and
south, and the Athapascan tribes to the north-
west. Nearly two-thirds of the 90,000 now
living are in Canada. The Algonquians were
a fierce people, and wherever they met the
European colonists long and bloody wars
followed until the natives were driven across
the Alleghanies. Throughout the French and
Indian wars they sided with the French and
stubbornly fought against the English; in the
end, as was the case with more peaceful
tribes, they found themselves confined to
scattered reservations west of the Mississippi.
The Canadian Algonquians were better
treated, and now live not far from their
original homes.
Corn was a great staple among the Algon-
quians, who cultivated the soil about their
permanent homes of bark and logs. Among
the chief tribes of this family are the Narra-
gansett, Pequot, Delaware, Ottawa, Ojibwa,
Miami, Illinois, Kiekapoo, Pottawatomi, Ara-
pahoe and Cheyenne f to each of these is given
a brief article in this work.
ALGONQUIN, ' algon'Twito, PARK, a
forest and game reservation in the Canadian
province of Ontario, consisting of 2,741
square miles of virgin woodlands. The park
is over 1,500 feet above the sea, and contains
hundreds of lakes well stocked with fish*

